Group from 
‘in the Twin | 


£¥ 
= 


t 


q 


the Special Boys’ Choir from Lutheran Churches 


Sat 


The choir sang chorales at every session 


Al CORIVENTION AILIAARER 


July 31, 1956 


Miussour! 


Synod Convention Report 


St. Paul, Minn., June 20—29, 1956 


Central District Delegation 


ollowing are some of the most 

important resolutions, in con- 

densed form, of the 43d Reg- 
ular Convention of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. The offi- 
cial report will appear in the synod- 
ical Proceedings. 


COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 


Recruitment of Students. — Rec- 
ognizing that the problems of minis- 
terial recruitment and student aid 
have substantially changed in recent 
years, Synod adopted the following 
program for unified and systematic 
recruitment: Individual Districts are 
instructed to create a District Re- 
cruitment Committee 1) to act as a 
clearinghouse and distribution center 
for congregations, church schools, 
confirmation classes, and other groups 
for recruitment materials furnished 
by the colleges and seminaries of 
Synod, the Board for Higher Educa- 
tion, and other agencies; 2) to de- 
velop and distribute recruitment 
materials within the District; 3) to 
stimulate and solicit scholarships and 
other student-aid funds to be awarded 
and administered by the synodical 
colleges and seminaries; 4) to report 
to the District, circuits, and congre- 
gations on the committee’s work and 
need; 5) to furnish reports on its 
needs and achievements to the Board 
for Higher Education and to receive 
and distribute reports from the Board 
on the District’s needs and perform- 
ance in recruitment. When the mem- 
bership and the organization of the 
District committees on recruitment 
have been completed, the Board will 
call a general meeting of representa- 
tives from these committees, prefer- 
ably at a time of a plenary meeting 
of the Board, to develop plans for 
effective co-ordination of this Synod- 


wide effort. It was suggested that the 


functions of the Committee on Re- 
cruitment be combined with those of 
the Committee on Student Aid, and 
that each District study the nature 
and function of its present Student 
Aid Committee to the end that greater 
conformity with the principles 
adopted by the representatives of 
the various Districts at River Forest 
in 1952 might be achieved. 


Financing of Capital Investments © 


in Colleges and Seminaries. — Synod 
adopted a program of continuous 
rather than intermittent financial 
support for the expansion and re- 
placement of physical means for the 
training of pastors and teachers, so 
that the execution of these plans can 
proceed with greater economy and 
effectiveness. 

Each annual synodical budget 
hereafter is to include a “specific ap- 
propriation for the construction, re- 
construction, and initial equipping of 
buildings and the acquisition and 
development of land” which is to be 
used according to the synodically ap- 
proved procedures. 

As clearly established needs arise 
and as far-sighted prudent adminis- 
tration dictates, the Board of Direc- 
tors is to borrow funds for short 
periods in anticipation of future 
budget appropriations for educational 
buildings, initial equipment, and land. 

Synod recommended that the Fis- 
cal Conferences include in the annual 
budgets for the next triennium the 
following appropriations for capital 
investments in educational plans: for 
1957, $1,850,000; for 1958, $2,025,000; 
for 19359, $2,200,000; and for the 1960— 
1962 triennium, $2,400,000 annually. 


Planning Commission for Bible 
Institute. — The President of Synod, 
in consultation with the Boards of 
Missions, Education, Welfare, and 
Higher Education, was authorized to 


appoint a Planning Commissi 
consisting of one representati 
from each of the following group 
the two theological seminaries, t 
two teachers colleges, the Boards 
Home Missions, Foreign Mission 
Parish Education, Welfare, a 
Higher Education; two pastors; t 
teachers; two laymen; and two dea 
of existing part-time Bible institut 
to study the enlisting and training 
laymen for part- and full-time ser 
ice in the church (service, status 
lay workers, type of training scho 
location of such school, possibility 
extension courses, and kindred pro 
lems), and to report the Commission 
findings and recommendations to t 
College of District Presidents and 
the 1959 Convention. 

It is understood that the report ‘ 
the Commission will meet the neec 
of the church as expressed in over 
tures and memorials to the 195 
Synod. 


Senior College. — The Conven 
tion unanimously authorized th 
President to invite pastors and con 
gregations to offer special prayers 
thanksgiving and_ intercession fc 
Concordia Senior College, Foi 
Wayne, on the day of its dedicatio 
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Synod ratified interim actions 
en toward the completion of the 
ior College. The total cost of the 
titution is not to exceed $7,150,000. 
e necessary capital funds of the 
($1,000,000) and 1957 ($1,815,000) 
dgets were allocated to this insti- 
tion. It was decided to increase 
e Senior College capacity from 380 
idents to 450. 

The sale of land from the Senior 
sllege as needed for road widening 
dd street purposes was authorized. 


Borrowing for Authorized Capi- 
| Investment Items. — The Board 
Directors was empowered to bor- 
w up to $4,000,000 during the next 
iennium “if and when necessary to 
eet the cash needs for authorized 
pital investment items.” 

The Board of Directors and Dr. W. 
Schlueter, Treasurer for 14 years 
da member of the Board since 
23, it was stated, have demonstrated 
conservative approach to the use of 
e authorization to borrow funds. 


Professorships. — The requests 
r professorships and associate pro- 
ssorships were authorized as fol- 
ws: For St. Louis, 6; River Forest, 3; 
ward, 5; Oakland, 2; Austin, 1; and 
infield, 3. The creation of these 
ofessorships will effect no net in- 
ease in the staffs at the respective 
stitutions. 


Gifts. — The Minnesota District 
s designated its centennial thank- 
fering, with a goal of $300,000, for 
e erection of a residence hall on 
e campus of Concordia College, 
. Paul. The Northwest District has 
en soliciting funds for the building 
a girls’ dormitory on the campus 


Concordia College, Portland, 
reg. Synod gratefully accepted 
ese gifts. 

Additional Educational Institu- 


ns. — The Board for Higher Educa- 
nm was empowered to make a 
orough study of the requests for 
ditional educational institutions 
.g., the Southeast, the West Coast, 
e East Central area, Canada) with 
their implications, and the Board 
Directors was authorized to acquire 
tential sites. 


Teacher Vicarages. — The faculties 
teachers colleges are to study the 
visability of introducing a vicarage 
ar for male students. 


Teacher Need. — Because of the 
ticipated total elementary teacher 
ed of 10,872 for North America from 
56 to 1965 (2,249 teachers for addi- 
nal classrooms and 8,623 for re- 
icement needs), Synod resolved to 
roll as many qualified men students 
possible in its teacher-training 
9gram, and urged congregations to 
tain their teachers by improving 
lary, living, and working conditions. 
e policy of obtaining men teachers 
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Colorado District Representatives 


by training or colloquy is to be con- 
tinued. 


Multiple Parishes. — To derive 
maximum benefit from the placement 
of pastors, the Convention urged a 
multiple-parish arrangement where- 
ever possible for the 500 congregations 
of Synod which number fewer than 
100 baptized members. 

Placement Procedure. — For bet- 
ter utilization of manpower, the Col- 
lege of Presidents was authorized to 
appoint a committee to analyze the 
requests for seminary graduates be- 
fore calls are issued by the Board of 
Assignment. 


Synodical High Schools. — The 
Board for Higher Education was in- 
structed to report to the 1959 Con- 
vention the results of a study of high 
school ministerial and teacher train- 
ing. There will be no current expan- 
sion in capacity or enrollment of 
existing high school programs in 
Synod’s institutions until this study 
is completed. 


Additional Scholarships. — Indi- 
viduals and organizations in Synod 
were encouraged to create additional 
scholarships for ministerial students 
as an aid to recruitment. 


Colloquies. — The colloquizing of 
candidates for the ministry and teach- 
ing profession not trained in synodical 
institutions will be governed by poli- 
cies adopted on recommendation of 
the synodical Committee on Collo- 
quies, formerly known as the Exam- 
ining Committee. 


Faculty Housing. — The study of 
faculty housing to be made by Synod’s 
Board of Directors and the Board for 
Higher Education will be reported to 
the 1959 Convention. 


Synodical Tuition. — All colleges 
and seminaries were instructed to for- 
ward synodical tuition funds to 
Synod’s Treasurer. These funds will 
be reserved for student loan funds or 
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scholarships and will be administered 
by the Board for Higher Education. 


Auxiliary Services. — The current 
operation of auxiliary enterprises and 
services at all synodical institutions 
will be made self-financing during the 
next triennium. 


Administrative Adjustments. — 
All administrative adjustments at 
synodical colleges and _ seminaries 
recommended by the Board for Higher 
Education were adopted and will be 
added to the synodical Handbook. 


Training Community Lutheran 
High School Teachers. — Synod en- 
dorsed the workable program devel- 
oped by the church’s two teachers 
colleges, which will offer preparation 
adequate to the needs of the com- 
munity Lutheran high schools with a 
minimum adjustment in the existing 
elementary teacher-training program. 

Trinity, Winfield. — Synod au- 
thorized financial assistance to Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Winfield, Kans., 
necessary to make its school serve as 
a center for teacher training. 


Day School on St. Louis Seminary 


Campus. — A 30-year lease was au- 
thorized to enable Bethel (Univer- 
sity City) and Luther Memorial 


(Richmond Heights, Mo.) congrega- 
tions to erect and operate a Christian 
day school on the St. Louis seminary 
campus. 


Staff Appointments. — The change 
in Handbook 6.54 was adopted as fol- 
lows: “Full-time appointments to the 
teaching or administrative staff of a 
synodical institution are subject to 
the prior consent of the Board for 
Higher Education. Appointments of 
part-time or of substitute teachers 
extending beyond one school year are 
subject to the prior consent of the 
Board for Higher Education. Initial 
appointments of instructors or assis- 
tant professors at the theological 
seminaries are subject to the prior 
consent of their electoral boards.” 


Rev. Tobias Joeckel, Sr., 87, of Lincoln, Nebr., 
was the oldest pastor at the Convention. 


PARISH EDUCATION 


Sunday School Goal. — In the next 
triennium Synod will endeavor to gain 
100,000 Sunday school pupils ah- 
nually. The present enrollment is 
approaching the 700,000 mark. There 
are 65,000 teachers and officers. 


General Secretary. — The Conven- 
tion empowered the Board of Direc- 
tors to call a General Sunday School 
Secretary. 


Sunday School Objectives. — Sun- 
day schools are to stress missionary 
education, to maintain an active Nurs- 
ery Roll, to furnish sister congrega- 
tions with the names of churched or 
unchurched families who move out 
of a parish, and to provide suitable 
Bible classes for the newly confirmed. 


Standard. — For evaluating their 
present condition and for planning 
their improvement, Sunday schools 
are invited to use The Standard for 
Lutheran Sunday Schools. 


Sunday School Teachers. — The 
Board for Parish Education was in- 
structed to study the problem of 
Sunday school teachers’ meetings and 
to provide practical helps for the 
teachers. 


Schools. — Congregations were 
called upon to make full use of Lu- 
theran elementary schools and to 
apply for District aid if necessary. 
Congregations ‘unable to maintain 
their own schools were encouraged 
to open joint schools. 


Teachers. — Voicing gratitude to 
God for persuading many young peo- 
ple to respond to the call for teach- 
ers, Synod instructed the Board for 
Higher Education to increase teacher- 
training facilities and urged recruit- 
ment of teachers among Lutheran 
students at secular colleges. 

The Committee on Certification of 
Teachers will formulate a policy for 
the training of all teachers for »varo- 
chial schools and for approvine the 
teachers who are neither traine:! nor 
examined by Synod. 


4 


District Boards for Parish Educa- 
tion are to guide and assist school 
principals in helping to supervise be- 
ginning teachers. 

VBS. — Commending the work of 
vacation Bible schools, Synod urged 
all congregations to extend their ed- 
ucational program, to arrange orien- 
tation courses for teachers, and to use 
the materials provided by Synod. 


Promotion and Supervision. — The 
Convention recommended that Dis- 
tricts establish additional offices of 
Education for the promotion and 
supervision of all means of Christian 
education and appoint circuit com- 
mittees and supervisors of Christian 
education. 


Released-Time Classes. — Con- 
gregations who conduct released-time 
classes were commended, and all con- 
gregations were encouraged to use 
this agency when possible. 


Retarded Children. — Districts 
were called upon to take the ini- 
tiative in providing Christian educa- 
tion for mentally retarded children. 
Congregations also were alerted to 
the needs of such children in the 
parish and to provide necessary help 
for their parents. The Board for 
Parish Education is to produce Bible 
lesson materials suited to the require- 
ments of these children. 


Bible Versions. — Synod ordered - 


the critical study of modern English 
Bible versions by a special committee 
to be continued. Suggested changes 
in the RSV are to be submitted by 
January 1, 1958. A definitive evalua- 
tion of the RSV is to be reserved until 
after 1962. While refraining from 
adopting any version as its official 
one and declaring that new versions 
must be viewed with proper caution, 
Synod reaffirmed its principle that 


Dr. F. A. Hertwig, holding one of the Indian 
statuettes presented by the Mayor of St. Paul. 
Dr. Hertwig, former Fourth Vice-President of 


Synod, 1953—1956; Second Vice-President, 
1946—1953; president of the Fiscal Confer- 
ence since 1949; and chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Colloquies, 1949—1953, declined 
renomination for the Vice-Presidency at this 
Convention. 
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! 
THE LUTHERAN WITNES. 


the original texts of the Scriptu 
constitute the authority for doctri 
and that new translations and p 
aphrases be used as supplement 
aids to Bible study. 


Bible Study. — Synod adopt 
resolutions that would make Bi 
reading a concern of Visitors, pasto 
and congregations, resulting in tot 
congregational involvement in Bi 
study. 

The Council on Bible Study w 
commended on the progress ma 
through a unified Bible-study pr 
gram. 

Mixed Marriages. — The progr 
of warning against Lutheran-Rom 
Catholic marriages is to be intensifi 
and study materials with guidan 
toward evangelical but firm proc 
dures are to be made available. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK 


The delegates resolved that t 
Chairman of Synod’s_ Board f 
Young People’s Work be a _ voti 
member of the Executive Board 
the Walther League and vice vers 
as soon as the Walther League h 
adopted a resolution indicating th 
this arrangement is agreeable to the 

The training program in you 
work at Synod’s terminal schools 
to be expanded. 


Budget Allocation. — The Fisc 
Conference was requested to alloca 
up to $50,000 a year above the annu: 
budget to the Board for Young Pec 
ple’s Work to provide the necessar 
personnel and materials to carry ov 
an expanding leadership-training pre 
gram under the supervision of Synod 
Board in co-operation with the Wal 


ther League. 


Congregations whose youth grour 
are not affiliated with the Walthe 
League were asked to pay the Leagu 
for the Walther League material the 
use. In case of their failure to d 
this, the Fiscal Conference is to in 
clude the cost in the budget of th 
Board for Young People’s Work. 


Student Service Commission. - 
The name of the Student Servic 
Commission was changed to Commis 
sion on College and University Worl 
The Convention encouraged the Com 
mission to establish during the ne> 
triennium a maximum of five full 
time chairs of religion at universitie 
where extraordinary opportunitie 
present themselves for Commission 
controlled and Synod-financed cred 
courses in religion. The Fiscal Con 
ference was requested to make th 
necessary provision in the budget. 

Youth Committees. — Since onl 
about 18% of Synod’s congregatior 
have a youth committee, all congrega 
tions were urged to establish yout 
committees and provide training i 
youth work for these committees. 


vacher Emeritus Otto L. Stahlke, 84, of Glen- 
e, Minn., was the oldest teacher at the Con- 
intion. 


MISSIONS 
Home Missions 


A minimum goal of 1,350 new con- 
‘egations in North America was set 
r the coming decade. The Fiscal 
onference was asked to provide the 
scessary funds for recruitment of 
le manpower required for the mis- 
on expansion. 

District Boards were commended 
r their co-operation with the Home 
fission Board. 

Where possible, strong congrega- 
ons were asked to sponsor a new 
»me-mission station. 

The action of the Board appoint- 
g an Urban Advisory Commission 
as endorsed. The commission will 
udy and analyze various types of 
wish situations to establish general 
‘inciples for the conduct of con- 
‘egational life, particularly regard- 
g the external community in 
langing areas, and will alert the 
embers of the church to the basic 
sponsibility of ministering to all 
en. The first major undertaking of 
lis commission will be the Urban 
hurch Work Institute at Valparaiso 
niversity in August. 

Synod encouraged the Home Mis- 
on Board to appoint a Rural Life 
ommission and asked Districts to 
tablish similar committees. In 
2eping with the Houston resolutions, 
) District Rural Life Commissions 
ave been appointed. 

In the interest of conserving man- 
»wer, Home Mission Boards were 
1couraged to suggest the amalgama- 
on of parishes wherever it is feas- 
le. 

Evangelism 


The Evangelism Mission was en- 
yrsed and its implementation urged 
iroughout Synod. Pastors were re- 
inded of their high calling to train 
eir rnembership for evangelism and 
ress evangelism as normal for every 
hristian. Evangelism is to be re- 
ded as a way of life. All congre- 
“ty 


ru 
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gations were called upon to enlist 
members for its program. 

The Board of Directors was au- 
thorized to increase the personnel of 
the Evangelism Department by ap- 
pointing or engaging pastors or lay- 
men as the scope of the work may 
require. District Evangelism Contact 
Men are to be given further instruc- 
tion and training to facilitate this 
expanding effort. 

The American Lutheran Publicity 
Bureau was commended for its 
Lenten “Sharing Christ Plan,” which 
was recommended to all congrega- 
tions as an integral part of their year- 
round evangelism program. 

Rev. Oswald Waech, Secretary of 
the Evangelism Movement, reported 
that in a preaching-teaching-reaching 
mission among 18 congregations in 
Kansas, 200 adults were won for con- 
firmation classes. Offerings of $869.99 
and $6,346.50 (surplus above ex- 
penses) from a central Kansas mis- 
sion and a Twin City Evangelism 
Week respectively were presented to 
Synod. 

Church Extension 


The Church Extension Board was 
empowered to appoint, with the ap- 
proval of the Praesidiwm, a full-time 
Executive Secretary of the Church 
Extension Board, preferably a lay- 
man, to promote and supervise the 
work of the Board. 

Districts were encouraged to pro- 
mote the Church Extension treasuries, 
Synod’s Church Extension Board to 
serve as a clearinghouse for promo- 
tional ideas and to set up administra- 
tive policies. Congregations were 
asked to appoint a member to solicit 
gifts and loans for “God’s Bank.” 


South America 


Brazil. — On the basis of the rec- 
ord growth in membership in the 
Brazil District during the last decade, 
the future internal growth of the 


ra 


Missionary Willard Burce (left), on furlough 


from New Guinea, holds a stone ax. Rev. H. 
H. Koppelmann of the Foreign Missions Depart- 
ment holds spear ends from New Guinea. 
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At the Convention: Dr. J. Frederic Wenchel 
(left), 81, pastor emeritus of Christ Church, 
Washington, D. C., which he served 36 years. 
In the 48 years he was in the Capital, he 


was the synodical representative, prior to 
the establishment of the Public Relations 
Department. Dr. Henry A. Grueber, 78, was 


a Vice-President of Synod 15 years. He is now 
pastor emeritus of Trinity Church, Milwaukee, 
where he was pastor 29 years 


church in Brazil indicates an approx- 
imate doubling of membership in the 
next ten years. For these prospective 
members and the many mission pos- 
sibilities, no additional pastors are 
available. 

With only 36 synodically trained 
teachers and 131 lay teachers in 148 
Lutheran schools training 8,400 pupils, 
45 of the already overworked pastors 
must continue to teach school. 

To help the expanding Brazil Dis- 
trict, Synod established separate in- 
stitutions for preparatory schooling 
and teacher training, the theological 
department to remain on its own 
campus in or near Porto Alegre, and 
the pedagogical department eventu- 
ally to locate in the educational and 
cultural metropolis of Sao Paulo, 
where the graduates can more easily 
obtain government accreditation. The 
Fiscal Conference will authorize the 
capital investments necessary to ac- 
complish the reorganization. 

A new preparatory school for min- 
isterial and teacher training is to be 
established in Rio de Janeiro to 
serve Central and North Brazil. One 
professorship was added to the theo- 
logical seminary; a professorship in 
modern languages for the Porto 
Alegre preparatory school and two 
professorships for the pedagogical 
department; and three professorships 
for Rio de Janeiro. 

The name of the Brazil District 
was changed to’ Igreja Evangelica 
Luterana do Brasil. 

The translation and publication of 
a Portuguese version of the Lutheran 
Confessions was authorized. 


Argentina. — The problem of in- 


tegrating our schools in Villa Balles- 
ter, Obera, and Crespo is to be stud- 
ied. A sixth professorship, together 
with $20,000 for a professor’s resi- 
dence, was authorized. 


Latin America 


Rev. Harold Ott, Executive Secre- 
tary for Missions in Latin America, 
presented a brief survey of the grow- 
ing work in the Central American 
countries, where the Board pursues 
the policy of training native workers, 
who are to be developed into a native 
ministry. Presented to the Conven- 
tion were Dr. Rodolfo Hasse, Presi- 
dent of the Brazil District, Dr. Karl 
A. Rupp of Porto Alegre, Brazil, and 
President S. H. Beckmann of Ar- 
gentina. 


Foreign Missions 


Dr. O. H. Schmidt, Executive Sec- 
retary of Foreign Missions, explained 
that growing nationalism calls upon 
us to enter doors now open and to 
build indigenous church bodies, as 
Synod is doing in India, the Philip- 
pines, and Japan, and he pointed to 
the blessings experienced in our for- 
eign-mission fields. 

Missionary Olive Gruen, who has 
spent 35 years in the foreign field, 
briefly addressed the delegates. She 
spoke of the joy of serving and bring- 
ing the message of salvation to people 
in China and Formosa, where the peo- 
ple spend millions for temple services 
and sacrifice to idols, which actions 
bring the heathen neither comfort nor 
help. 

Synod adopted resolutions: to 
dedicate ourselves to the privilege of 
evangelizing the world; to expand 
our foreign-mission program by 
added manpower and funds; to keep 
our church informed of the field’s 
progress and needs; to express grati- 
tude to God for past blessings, for 
prompting our membership to supply 
manpower and funds, and for induc- 
ing 30 people to enroll in the mission 
department of the St. Louis Seminary; 
and to encourage our mission execu- 
tives to visit the foreign fields as 
necessary. 


Indigenous Churches.—In order 
to create indigenous churches in for- 
eign fields, pastors with the ability to 
train others for leadership are to be 


sent to these fields, and experienced 
pastors are to be called to initiate for- 
eign mission work. 


Gifts Catalog. — Synod authorized 
the publication of a gifts catalog for 
missions listing the large variety of 
needs in the home and foreign fields. 


A Closer Relationship Between 
Churches. — The President was asked 
to appoint a committee to study the 
possibility of establishing a closer re- 
lationship with churches which are in 
fellowship with us and report its 
findings at the next convention. 
Such church groups in other countries 
would be strengthened and encour- 
aged by broader contacts with the 
mother church. 


Synodical Conference Missions 


Dr. Karl Kurth, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Synodical Conference 
Mission Board, spoke on the oppor- 
tunities in the Negro mission fields of 
America and Nigeria and on the 
necessity of developing schools that 
train Negro pastors. 

Voicing its praise of God for the 
blessings of our work carried on for 
20 years in Nigeria, Synod com- 
mended the Board and the mission- 
aries for their aggressive leadership. 
God’s blessings were besought upon 
Doctor Kurth and Rev. E, L. Wilson, 
who left July 3 to visit the field in 
Africa. 

Gratitude to God was expressed 
for the work of Dr. Henry Nau, who 
died May 17. 


Other Missions 


Medical Mission Secretary. — 
A full-time Executive Secretary for 
Medical Missions, preferably a med- 
ical person, is to be appointed. Synod 
thanked the Lutheran Medical Mis- 
sion Association and the Wheat Ridge 
Foundation for their aid to medical 
missions. 

European Affairs.— Synod com- 
mended the Board of Directors for 
making $50,000 available for the 
Church Extension Fund of the Free 
Churches of Germany, resolved to 
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The Eastern District Delegation 


{290} 


Workers, Inc., was urged to integra’ 


THE LUTHERAN 


continue theological conferences w 
pastors of the Free Churches, to s 
port the seminary at Oberursel, a 
to encourage systematic stewards 
in the German Free Churches. 

The brethren in France (in p 
ticular Rev. A. F. Michalk), Belgi 
Denmark, Finland, and England w 
encouraged to continue their missi 
activities. 

Dr. H. A. Mayer, Secretary | 
Missions, who will soon inspect 
European field, is to report his fi 
ings to the Board, which is to stu 
the desirability of appointing a fu 
time Executive Secretary for Eu 
pean Affairs and to report to the 1 
Convention. 


Deaf. — The Board for Missions 
the Deaf this year marks the 6 
anniversary of the church’s wo 
among the deaf. In 1896 one full-ti 
missionary ministered to 32 comm 
nicants. Today 37 full-time missio 
aries serve 4,213 communicants. 

The Board for Foreign Missio 
and the Lutheran Deaf Mission S 
ciety were encouraged to begin wo 
among the deaf in Japan and to i 
vestigate the possibility of simil 
work in other foreign fields. The Fi 
cal Conference was instructed to pri 
vide the necessary funds. 


Blind.— The Board of Missio 
for the Blind was authorized to i 
tiate, maintain, and supervise all mii 
sion efforts among the blind in t 
name of Synod. The Board was e 
couraged to pursue vigorously i 
work of looking after the spiritui 
needs of the visually handicapp 
through many excellent publicatio 

An independent _ organizati 
known as The Lutheran Brail 


its program with that of Synod 
Board of Missions for the Blind. 

“Telemission.” — After a fil 
showing the work of Lutheran Tele 
vision Productions and the report thé 
2,000,000 pieces of mail had been re 
ceived and that there was prospect « 
an eventual total of 32,000,000 tele 
vision homes, Synod encouraged th 
further development of the “Telemis 
sion” aspects of the “This Is the Life 
program and commended the com 
mittee for its service. 


CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS 


Survey Commission. — A commis 
sion to survey the organization: 
structure, administration, and opera 
tional procedures of Synod with 
view to improving the effectivenes 
efficiency, and economy of Synod ¢ 
it seeks to fulfill its objectives we 
authorized. The Board of Directo 
will appoint five men (three laymei 
two pastors) to the 13-member com 
mission, and the College of President 
will select eight (three pastors, thre 
laymen, one teacher, one professc 


rom a synodical institution). The 
st Vice-President of Synod will be 
hairman without vote. With the 
resident concurring, the commission 
s empowered to fill vacancies which 
may occur in its membership. 

The Commission to Survey the 
Irganizational Structure and Admin- 
stration of Synod will study 1) the 
nanagement and co-ordination of ex- 
sting administrative agencies with 
he purpose of recommending im- 
srovements to the Board of Directors 
9y means of constitutional changes 
and resolutions; and 2) organizational 
structure and operational procedures 
x Synod with respect to boards, de- 
sartments, and agencies of Synod, and 
‘ecommend in its report such 
shanges and improvements as may 
‘equire synodical action in 1959. 

Committee on Doctrinal Unity. — 
[The Convention approved the change 
n the Handbook 2.119 to authorize 
he President in conjunction with the 
Vice-Presidents to appoint a Com- 
nittee on Doctrinal Unity in the Lu- 
heran Church. The committee shall 
sonsist of three pastors in office, four 
heological professors, one Christian 
Jay school teacher, and two laymen. 
[The appointments for a term of six 
years will be so arranged that the 
erms of five members will expire at 
he end of each triennium. The com- 
nittee will represent Synod in official 
contacts with other Lutheran 
shurches and synods for “the conser- 
vation and promotion of the true 
aith and a united defense against 
schism and sectarianism.” Serving 
fhe members of Synod as a clearing- 
10use for all matters relating to doc- 
rinal unity in the Lutheran Church 
and working with the President, the 
committee shall direct its activities 
coward preserving and strengthening 
the doctrinal unity that our Synod 
enjoys with others and promoting the 
sause of true doctrinal unity wher- 
ver possible. 

“Lutheran Witness.” — Handbook 
Sec. 11.81 was amended to read: “The 
Lutheran Witness shall be an official 
organ of Synod. It shall be edited by 
2 full-time editor,” and 11.97 was 
amended to read: “Concordia Pub- 
ishing House shall pay the salary of 
the editor and all expenses of the 
editors and the Editorial Board.” 

The Convention authorized the 
appointment by the President of a 
committee to study the objectives and 
functions of the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
and of Der Lutheraner as well as the 
nature of the positions of the two 
editors and to bring recommenda- 
tions to the 1959 Convention. 

_ The Editorial Board, the Praesi- 
liwm, and the Board of Directors were 
powered to appoint a WITNESS edi- 
or for the interim when such ap- 

intment becomes necessary. 
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At its discretion the Editorial 
Board of the Wirness is to increase 
the number of pages from the present 
16 to at least 20 pages for 12 addi- 
tional issues a year over and above 
the 8 issues which now carry the 
“Mission Call.” The matter of in- 
creased cost involved for the addi- 
tion is referred to Synod’s Board of 
Directors in consultation with the 
Board of Concordia Publishing House. 

Districts which are not using the 
LuTHERAN Witness blanket subscrip- 
tion plan were asked to consider it. 

English District. — Synod urged 
the English District to review the 
question of amalgamation in the light 
of present-day conditions and in- 
structed the President to appoint an 
Amalgamation Committee to meet 
with a similar committee of the Eng- 
lish District in ‘order to work for 
amalgamation. 

District Arrangements. — The 
Presidents of the four Districts now 
represented in the state of Georgia 
were requested to confer in order to 
adjust the status of the congregations 
in that state, which was included in 
the geographical boundaries of the 
Florida-Georgia District, making such 
transfers as may be advisable, and 
to report to the 1959 Convention. 

The boundary of the Atlantic Dis- 
trict was extended to include the state 
of New Jersey, and Holy Trinity Lu- 
theran Church of Trenton, N.J., was 
transferred to the Atlantic District, 
with satisfactory arrangements to be 
made with the Church Extension 
Board of the Eastern District. 


Missions. — The office of Secretary 
of Missions was restored to its orig- 
inal function as a consultative office 
without direct executive responsibil- 
ity for the work of individual boards. 

Sec. 8.71 of the Bylaws of Synod 
was changed to read: “The Board for 
Missions in Foreign Countries shall 
consist of eleven members, of whom 
six shall be pastors. The possibility 
of including former missionaries in 
the nominations shall not be over- 
looked. The Board shall be elected by 
Synod.” 


Teacher Members on Boards of 
Control. — Since Synod’s preparatory 
institutions or colleges offer basic in- 
struction for teacher training, Sec. 
6.23 of the Handbook was amended to 
include “one teacher, who holds mem- 
bership in a voting congregation of 
Synod,” on the Board of Control of 
each preparatory institution. 

Fiscal Conference Additions. — 
The Fiscal Conference is to be aug- 
mented by two representatives for 
each District. One shall be a layman 
and one a fiscal officer. 


Pension Funds. — The Board of 
Directors is to appoint a committee 
which will study the use of Pension 
Funds for Church Extension purposes 
and report to the next convention. 
The engaging of legal counsel was 
authorized. 


Commission on Fraternal Or- 
ganizations. — Synod commended the 
Commission on Fraternal Organiza- 
tions for its faithfulness and initiative 
and especially for successfully nego- 
tiating certain essential changes in 
the Constitution and Handbooks of 
the Boy Scouts of America. 

The Commission on Fraternal Or- 
ganizations was transferred to 210 
N. Broadway, St. Louis, Mo. It is to 
have adequate secretarial help. The 
commission is to be enlarged to five 
members (one pastor, one teacher, 
two laymen, and a professor of the 
St. Louis seminary, who is to super- 
vise the office). It is to disseminate 
periodic reports. 

On recommendation of Commit- 
tee 7, Synod transferred jurisdiction 
for organizations like Boy Scouts to 
the Board for Young People’s Work, 
which is to prepare guidelines for 
congregations sponsoring such or- 
ganizations. 

Junior organizations affiliated with 
lodges remain the responsibility of 
the Commission on Fraternal Or- 
ganizations. 

The Committee on Constitutional 
Matters is to make the necessary 


changes in the Handbook. 
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INTERSYNODICAL AND 
DOCTRINAL MATTERS 


Intersynodical Relations 


Wuereas, The Lord of the Church 
has graciously and abundantly blessed 
the bond of fellowship between the 
constituent synods of the Synodical 
Conference; and 

Wuereas, There seems to be mu- 
tual recognition of each synod’s will- 
ingness to accept the pronouncements 
of Scripture as final; and 


WuereEas, However, strained rela- 
tions exist because each synod main- 
tains its position to be that of the 
Scriptures even though there are 
very obvious differences of inter- 
pretation and practice; and 

Wuereas, There are definite in- 
dications from groups and individuals 
in all constituent synods that definite 
severance of the bond of fellowship 
because of present conditions would 
be inadvisable and premature, and 
also not in accordance with the pro- 
nouncements of Scripture; and 


Wuereas, A plea has been pre- 
sented by some of our affiliated syn- 
ods in Europe and the affiliated 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Aus- 
tralia to seek to avert any breaking 
of relations, at least to take no action 
toward that end before the suggested 
conclave of theologians has been held; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, a) That we express our 
regret over any lovelessness or lack 
of brotherliness on our part in our 
intersynodical relations, and that we 
ask God graciously to forgive us for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior; 
and be it further 


Resolved, b) That we gratefully. 


acknowledge every fraternal expres- 
sion of concern and guidance in mat- 
ters of doctrine and practice which 
has come to.us in meekness and love 
from our brethren in the Synodical 


Conference, and make every effort 


to avoid that which is wrong and to 
become more firmly established in 
that which is right; and be it further 
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Resolved, c) That we plead with 
the sister synods that they accept our 
fraternal expressions of concern in 
regard to them in the same spirit and 
that they earnestly evaluate each ac- 
tion they propose in the light of def- 
inite direction and justification for the 
same from God’s Word; and be it 
further 

Resolved, d) That for mutual ed- 
ification we earnestly suggest that all 
members of the Synodical Conference 
study and work together toward the 
goal of producing jointly one clear, 
comprehensive statement concerning 
doctrine and practice for today on the 
basis of Scripture and in dynamic 
conformity with the Lutheran Con- 
fessions; and be it further 

Resolved, e) That we commend 
our synodical President, Dr. John W. 
Behnken, for appointing the study 
committees requested by the Synod- 
ical Conference, and that we encour- 
age use of the findings of these 
committees in the preparation of the 
document mentioned above; and be 
it further 

Resolved, f) That we encourage 
the resolution of the Synodical Con- 
ference to be carried out among us, 
namely, that “the issues which dis- 
turb the unity of the Synodical Con- 
ference be thoroughly discussed and 
considered on the basis of God’s Word 

in (1) joint meetings of the 


theological faculties; (2) mixed pas 
toral conferences; and (3) oth 
smaller groups”; and that the resul 
of these discussions also be ma 
available to the committee represen 
ing our Synod in the formulation 
the proposed document; and be 
further 


Resolved, g) That our Committ 
on Doctrinal Unity be authorized 
represent The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod in drawing up suc 
a document in conjunction with 
similar committee from each of th 
constituent bodies of the Synodic 
Conference; and be it further 


Resolved, h) That we agree n 
to enter discussions or’ negotiatio 
with other Lutheran synods witho 
having informed the sister synods 
the Synodical Conference of our in 
tentions and without having invite 
and urged them to join with us i 
these discussions; and be it finally 


Resolved, i) That we urge all ‘ou 
members individually and all ou 
congregations collectively to pray 
fervently that we and all our siste 
synods may act in this time of tensio1 
in complete conformity to God’s Wore 
and will and in a hearty and help. 
ful spirit of Christian love. 


Submitted by Floor Committee : 
and adopted. 


Concerning Relations Betweet 
The Lutheran Church — Missour 
Synod and the Wisconsin Synod. — I 
will not be necessary to establish th 
fact of strained relations between Th 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synoc 
and the Wisconsin Synod. This tragi 
condition has existed for a number o 
years. It may not be necessary a 
this point to inquire further into th 
causes of this rift. The Wisconsit 
Synod has very exhaustively pre: 
sented to its constituents, to the Mis: 
souri Synod, and to the Synodica 
Conference its grievances against, anc 
objections to, certain procedures anc 
practices, either officially sponsorex 
by the Missouri Synod or occurrins 
within its confines. The forma 
charges of the Wisconsin Synoc 
against our church have to do mainly; 
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ith our church’s attitude toward the 
haplaincy, Scoutism, dealings with 
ertain organizations (Scout and lodge 
fficials) and church bodies (National 
uutheran Council, Bad Boll, etc.) 
ith which we are not in fellowship 
nd, above all, our church’s union 
egotiations with the American Lu- 
aeran Church. The common denom- 
wator in all these areas, according 
) the Wisconsin Synod, is unionism, 
thich implies indifference to, and 
ompromise of, the truth of Scripture 
nd a breakdown of doctrinal dis- 
ipline. Our approach to the accusa- 
ons related to chaplaincy, Scoutism, 
nd some other matters will be given 
pecial attention by others. We shall 
ere confine ourselves to the tensions 
reated between us and our Wisconsin 
ynod brethren as a result of our 
egotiations with the ALC, the Com- 
von Confession, and related matters. 
By means of reports and resolu- 
ions, as published in a number of 
onvention proceedings (Wisconsin 
951—55), the series of tracts “Con- 
inuing in His Word,” many articles 
1 the Northwestern Lutheran, and 
uestions and objections addressed to 
he Missouri Synod (Missouri Pro- 
eedings, 1947—53), the Wisconsin 
yynod has repeatedly stated its case. 
‘he Missouri Synod, in turn, has at- 
smpted to meet these charges through 
onvention resolutions, A Fraternal 
Vord, A Fraternal Endeavor, articles 
n the LuTHERAN WITNESS by Pres- 
lent Behnken, and other printed 
aaterial. It will, therefore, add noth- 
new or constructive to review all 
again. 
Missouri’s course of action may be 
arized as follows: 
1. We are conscious of our frailties 
imperfections individually and 
nodically as sinful human beings 


whose attitudes and actions are prone 
to error and subject to correction from 


the Word of God. 


2. We feel a twofold obligation 
of preserving the truth of the Word 
of God and of bearing effective, face- 
to-face witness at every God-given 
opportunity. 

3. We are humbly grateful to our 
brethren for every expression of 
watchful concern for the truth and 
every fraternal admonition concern- 
ing doctrine and practice in the spirit 
of meekness and holy fear. For that 
reason we have attempted to take 
very seriously the objections of our 
brethren to our course of action and 
have endeavored conscientiously, in 
good faith, and in searching self-ex- 
amination to do them justice. 


4. Our Wisconsin brethren have 
expressed their feeling that we have 
not heeded their admonitions. We are, 
indeed, conscious of the fact that in 
our attempt to deal with these ad- 
monitions, we have not always ex- 
pressed ourselves adequately. We 
recognize that we have frequently 
“talked past each other.” However, 
we sincerely believe that we have 
endeavored to give an answer, and 
we desire earnestly to strive for com- 
plete understanding. 

5. If, in spite of this, an impasse 
has developed between us, we seem 
to be confronted with this situation: 
Our Wisconsin brethren have at- 
tempted, on Scriptural grounds, to 
prove our course of action wrong, but 
have not been able to convince us; 
we, equally committed to Scripture, 
have attempted to overcome the ob- 
jections of our brethren and to justify 
our course of action, and we have 
not convinced them. This fact alone 
should be sufficient to drive us all 
into the Scriptures in an unending 
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prayerful search for the right applica- 
tion of the eternal Truth to our time 
and circumstance. 


6. Because both our Wisconsin 
brethren and we are seriously com- 
mitted to Sola Scriptura and are will- 
ing to accept the Scripture’s pro- 
nouncements as final, we believe that 
within the framework of such a com- 
mittal it is possible to disagree on 
the methods of dealing with certain 
problems without loss of fellowship 
as long as both parties are seeking 
the application of a Scriptural method. 

As to specific charges growing 
directly out of our Synod’s efforts to 
be led to doctrinal unity with the 
ALC, efforts which found expression 
in the Common Confession, may we 
point out the following: 


1. Reference is made to certain 
statements that arose in ALC circles, 
to wit: “It is neither necessary 
nor possible to agree in all non-fun- 
damental doctrines” (ALC Proceed- 
ings, 1938), and that there is an “Area 
where there exists an allowable and 
wholesome latitude of theological 
opinion on the basis of the teachings 
of the Word of God” (“A Friendly 
Invitation,” 1947). 

Our Synod was disturbed by 
these statements and sought clar- 
ification from the ALC. On the basis 
of the earnest assurance of the ALC 
that it was willing to bow without 
reservation to the Sacred Scriptures 
and the fact that the ALC sub- 
sequently adopted both parts of the 
Common Confession, our Synod has 
come to believe that the ALC desires 
to be loyal to Scripture and _ that, 
historically, the action of that body 
with regard to the Common Confes- 
sion must be understood to supersede 
prior statements. 

2. Because of the prospective 
merger of the ALC with several other 
bodies of the American Lutheran 
Conference, the present ALC will, as 
such, cease to exist. Obviously, the 
Common Confession, which addressed 
itself to the specific situation of a mu- 
tual approach between Missouri and 
the ALC, can no longer function in 
that capacity. It is, therefore, our 
sincere hope that it will be possible 
for all of us, under God, to subject 
our union endeavors and both parts 
of the Common Confession to a 
calmer and more objective review, 
considering both their positive and 
negative results. 

3. As regards the formulations em- 
ployed in the Common Confession, 
and, for that matter, in the Brief 
Statement, it will be well for us to 
remember the unique position held 
by the only real “common” Confes- 
sions of the Lutheran Church, the 
several Symbols of the Book of Con- 
cord. No other statements of doctrine 
that have been put forth in this or 
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that segment of the Lutheran Church 
enjoy the symbolic authority and 
general consensus of the Lutheran 
Symbols of the 16th century. 

Since it is, nevertheless, the ob- 
ligation of the church, face to face 
with new situations and new prob- 
lems that were not envisioned by the 
16th century, to continue in the act 
of confession; and since experience 
has forcibly demonstrated that an 
individual approach by any one synod 
to the problems of doctrinal unity 
and fellowship, while not without tan- 
gible evidence of blessing, has not 
been productive of maximum pos- 
itive results, it is our earnest sugges- 
tion that all members of the Synod- 
ical Conference study and work to- 
gether toward the goal of producing, 
jointly, one clear, comprehensive 
statement concerning doctrine and 
practice for today on the basis of 
Scripture and in dynamic conformity 
with the Lutheran Confessions. It may 
be that many of the tensions within 
the Synodical Conference have re- 
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sulted from a neglect of sustained 
theological discussions among the 
member synods, discussions that 
could have been a most stimulating 
and fruitful experience. By the grace 
of God it is not too late to under- 
take this program now. We firmly 
believe that such a course will be 
God-pleasing and, under His blessed 
guidance, productive of incalculable 
benefit for the Synodical Conference, 
the Lutheran Church as a whole, and 
the church at large. 

Submitted by Floor Committee 3 
and adopted in condensed form. 


“The Common Confession” 


Wuereas, The Common Confession 
represents a sincere attempt on the 
part of Synod to achieve unity of 
doctrine with the American Lutheran 
Church; and 


WuereEas, Honest and painstaking 
scrutiny of both Part I and Part II 
of The Common Confession has re- 
vealed nothing in conflict with the 
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Sacred Scriptures and the Luthera 
Confessions; and 

WuerEAS, It appears from recen 
historical developments that Th 
Common Confession can no longe 
serve’ as a functioning union doc 
ument; therefore be it 

Resolved, That hereafter The Com 
mon Confession (Parts L and Ih) b&b 
not regarded or employed as a func 
tioning basic document toward th 
establishment of altar and pulpit fel. 
lowships with other church bodies 
and be it further 

Resolved, That The Common Con 
fession, one document composed o 
Parts I and II, be recognized as ; 
statement in harmony with the Sacre 
Scriptures and the Lutheran Con 
fessions. — Adopted. 


Lutheran World Federation 


Wuereas, The constitution of th 
Lutheran World Federation clearl; 
indicates to us that the nature an 
purposes of the Lutheran World Fed: 
eration are such that they promot 
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co-operation of the member churches 
in actual church work, e. g., joint mis- 
sions and educational endeavors; and 

Whereas, The doctrinal basis (Ar- 
ticle II) of the constitution of the 
Lutheran World Federation does not 
insist on full confessional agreement 
on the part of member churches; and 


WueErEAS, Membership in the Lu- 
theran World Federation is in itself 
a form of co-operation in the aims 
and purposes of the Lutheran World 
Federation; and 

WuerEAs, Such co-operation would 
involve us in a union in spiritual 
matters with groups not in doctrinal 
agreement with us; and 

Wuereas, All of these points are 
clearly and more fully set forth in 
the committee report on the Lutheran 
World Federation; therefore be it 

Resolved, a) That The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod respect- 
fully decline the invitation to become 
a member of the Lutheran World 
Federation; and be it further 
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Resolved, b) That Synod express 
its willingness to meet with official 
representatives of the Lutheran World 
Federation to discuss all points in 
question; and be it 


Resolved, c) That our Committee 
on Doctrinal Unity in the Lutheran 
Church represent The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod in future 
meetings with the officials of the Lu- 
theran World Federation; and be it 
further 


Resolved, d) That we thank the 
committee on the Lutheran World 
Federation for its work. — Adopted. 


Answer to the Invitation from the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
and the Augustana Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church re Lutheran Union. — 
Lutheran Union, or rather whole- 
hearted unity in what we “believe, 
teach, and confess,’ true fellowship 
in life and work, is earnestly desired 
by every Lutheran who appreciates 
his name and his heritage, and looms 
large in his prayers for the church. 
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The prospect of a bona fide consensus 
of all branches of the Lutheran 
Church on the basis of a _ single- 
minded loyalty to the Holy Scriptures 
and the Lutheran Symbols, together 
with a conscientious concern for the 
full implications of such loyalty, can- 
not but kindle the imagination of 
every Lutheran heart. 

This has been the sincere desire 
of our Synod from the beginning as 
expressed many times in our history 
by our willingness to enter thorough- 
going negotiations. One of the very 
objectives of the Synodical Confer- 
ence is ultimately to unite all Lu- 
therans in America in true unity. 
In 1949 our President, in conjunction 
with the Vice-Presidents and the 
District Presidents, issued a general 
invitation to all Lutheran bodies in 
America to participate in free con- 
ferences for a frank discussion of 
what is impeding union. 

While we have been vitally in- 
terested in approaches to fellowship 
with other Lutherans and have been 


11 


sincerely willing to initiate, or par- 
ticipate in, conversations to that end, 
it must be stated that there has been 
no widespread agreement regarding 
the prerequisites for union, Our 
church has felt the need of certain 
clearly defined bases for joint wor- 
ship and work, to wit: an att.tude of 
unreserved loyalty to the Holy Scrip- 
tures as the Word of our Lord, a faith- 
ful acceptance of the doctrinal content 
of the Lutheran Symbols, a serious 
endeavor to conform practice to pro- 
fession, and a conscientious willing- 
ness to exercise a loving discipline 
with respect to doctrine and life. This 
is not to say that full agreement in 
all areas must be demanded as the 
indispensable prerequisite. Both a full 
grasp of the teachings of the divine 
Word and a soundly Scriptural prac- 
tice are in the area of Christian sanc- 
tification and, therefore, impossible of 
attainment in this life. However, it 
is our conviction that a disciple’s total 
commitment to h's Lord bars all com- 
placency and indifference and calls 
for whole-souled striving toward the 
goal of genuine consensus in doctrine 
and practice. 

As one means to this end our 
church sees wisdom in the proposal 
to its sister synods in the Synodical 
Conference of a joint and united ap- 
proach to conversations with other 
Lutheran groups with a view to ex- 
ploring the possibility of being led 
by the Lord of the Church to a con- 
sensus that will be pleasing to Him. 
It would be improper for us to con- 
template individual action now. 

We also note with profound regret 
the absence of provisions for such 
doctrinal discussions in your invita- 
tion. We, therefore, are not ready to 
give a definite affirmative answer to 
your invitation at this time. If, how- 
ever, we have misread your statement, 
and if you do envision doctrinal dis- 
cussions with a view to removing 
differences, we shall be happy to join 
in such discussions concerning doc- 
trinal unity with you. 

Submitted by Floor Committee 3 
and adopted in condensed form. 


Woman Suffrage in the Church 


Wuereas, The Committee author- 
ized by the 1953 Houston Convention 
and appointed by the synodical Pres- 
ident to prepare for this Convention 
a thorough exegetical study of 1 Co- 
rinthians 14, 1 Timothy 2, and all 
other applicable texts as they relate 
to the question of woman suffrage in 
our congregations, has completed its 
task; and 

Wuereas, The Committee does not 
state that it finds woman suffrage in 
our congregations forbidden in ex- 
press words in the Scriptures, but 
emphatically warns against any anti- 
Scriptural practice whereby the head- 
ship of man to woman in the affairs 
of the church would be surrendered; 
and 

Wuereas, The Committee com- 
mends our synodical position urging 
congregations to administer their af- 
fairs through the male voters’ meet- 
ings as  Scripture-sanctioned and 
time-tested; and 


Wuereas, The Committee recom- 
mends that Synod urge all congrega- 
tions to conform to this established 
procedure of male voters’ meetings; 
and 

Wuereas, The Committee sees 
great advantages in giving full in- 
formation to all members of the 
church and also in getting the opinion 
and suggestions of the women on im- 
portant issues; and 


Wuereas, Above all, the Commit- 
tee urges continued diligent study of 
the Scriptural teachings relative to 
these matters, with special reference 
to the Order of Redemption and the 
Order of Creation; therefore be it 


Resolved, a) That we express our 
sincere gratitude to the Committee 
for the faithful effort expended and 
for the diligent and careful execution 
of its assignment; and be it further 


Resolved, b) That we recognize 
the problems involved in applying 
these texts of Scripture to woman suf- 
frage in our congregations and all the 
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issues involved therein; and be it] 
further 


Resolved, c) That in view of these 
problems Synod urge all its members 
to study the God-pleasing place of 
woman in home and church with re- 
newed diligence and zeal; and be it 
further 


Resolved, d) That all congrega- 
tions who administer their affairs 
through the male voters’ meeting be 
urged to continue this policy, but to 
inform the entire membership on the 
transactions of the voters’ meetings, 
and to impress upon the men the im- 
portance of utilizing this blessed priv- 
ilege of suffrage to the utmost to the 
glory of God and the welfare of the 
church; and be it further 


Resolved, e) That we urge any 
congregation in the membership of 
Synod now, or applying for member- 
ship, which grants woman suffrage, 
to reconsider this practice in the light 
of Scripture and the glorious position 
of woman in marriage and in the 
home, and also in the light of the con- 
sequences of such practice in the his- 
tory of the church, and to consider 
the danger of offense to others and 
to conform to the historic position of 
Synod in this matter; and be it further 


Resolved, f) That a standing com- 
mittee of three members be appointed 
by the Praesidium of Synod which 
will continue to study this entire 
area of the place of woman in the 
church and which will provide guid- 
ance and direction through pamphlets, 
brochures, books, correspondence, and 
direct consultation wherever desired; 
and be it finally 


Resolved, g) That we urge all our 
members, male and female, to pray 
that our Synod may ever deal rightly 
in this area to the fullest use of the 
talents of Christian women for the 
furtherance of Christ’s kingdom and 
to the glory of His name. 


Adopted. 


Position on Question of Lodges 


Wuereas, The members of our 
Synod are being increasingly exposed 
to the pressures of the various re- 
cruitment campaigns by unchristian 
or anti-Christ’an lodges; and 


Wuereas, The constant purpose of 
the church must be to win individuals 
away from unchristian or anti-Chris- 
tian associations for undivided service 
to the Lord; and 


Wuereas, Some members of our 
Synod have expressed fears that mis- 
interpretations of the lodge para- 
graphs in the Handbook have led to 
laxity of practice in this area of the 
church’s responsibility; and 

Wuereas, Other members of our 
Synod state the general body of our 
church ought not to legislate in this 
matter; and 
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WuereAs, Synod, for these reasons, 
1953 resolved that revisions be 
ade of par.14.03f and g, in partic- 
ular; therefore be it 


Resolved, a) That we reaffirm our 
position on the question of lodges as 
clearly described in 14.03 of the 
Handbook; and be it further 


Resolved, b) That par. 14.03 f. be 
amended to read as follows [new 
matter is in italics]: 

“Tt is, and shall be, the practice 
of the congregations of Synod not to 
administer Holy Communion to mem- 
bers of such lodges, nor to admit such 
persons to communicant membership, 
since Holy Communion expresses an 
exclusive spiritual relationship of the 
communicant to his Lord and to his 
brethren. (Matt. 10:32; 1 Cor. 10:16, 
mand 2 Cor, 11:25)”: and be it 
further 


Resolved, c) That par. 14.03 g, 
which now reads: 


“A conscientious pastor may in 
eases which present unusual features, 
rendering their classification difficult, 
administer Holy Communion to a per- 
son who is still outwardly connected 
with such a lodge. But in such a case 
the pastor shall earnestly beware of 
procrastinating and giving offense, 
and to this end he shall freely and 
conscientiously consult with his 
shurch council and congregation, his 
brethren in the ministry, and with 
the officials of Synod, as the case 
may be.” be revised to read: 


“A pastor will sometimes encoun- ° 


ter exceptional cases in which he is 
called upon to administer Holy Com- 
munion to a person who is still out- 
wardly connected with such a lodge. 

“Such exceptional cases, however, 
are normally limited to those in- 
stances in which the individual in- 
volved has renounced, to his pastor 
and/or the church council, the un- 
christian or anti-Christian teaching 
of the lodge of which he is a member. 
In such cases the pastor shall consult 
with his brethren in the ministry or 
with officials of Synod, as the case 
may require. 

“Furthermore, in such exceptional 

eases the pastor should earnestly be- 
ware of procrastination and of giving 
offense, both to the members of the 
congregation and to brethren in 
general. 
“Finally, the pastor should put 
orth continuous effort to bring the 
ndividual to an early decision in this 
matter so that he may become or 
emain a communicant member of 
the congregation as the case may be.” 
Adopted. 


Race Relations 


7 ‘Wuereas, Every redeemed indiv id- 
lal, regardless of race or ethnic or- 


>: 


igin, is most precious in the sight of 
God; and 

Wuereas, It is the duty and desire 
of the church to bring the Gospel to 
these souls in order to win them for 


-Christ; and 


Wuereas, The church will meas- 
ure its task and opportunities in the 
light of our Lord’s imminent return to 
Judgment and will hold itself ac- 
countable to its Lord, looking forward 
to the great Day of His appearing, 
when men of all nations and kindreds 
and tongues shall gather around His 
throne and praise Him eternally for 
having washed their  sin-stained 
“robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14); 
therefore be it 

Resolved, a) That The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod affirm its 
adherence to, and application of, the 
Seriptural principles of fact concern- 
ing race relations and church work 
as adopted by its representatives in 
conjunction with the representatives 
of the sister synods of the Synodical 
Conference, and as reported in the 
Proceedings of the Forty-Second 
Convention of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synodical Conference of North 
America of August 12—15, 1952, to 
wit: 

“1. God ‘will have all men to be 
saved and to come unto the knowl- 
edge of the truth.’ 1 Tim. 2:4. 

“2. His plan of salvation embraces 
the world. ‘God so loved the world 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him shall 
not perish, but have everlasting life.’ 
John 3:16. ‘He is the Propitiation for 
our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 
1 John 2:2. 

“3. God’s grace in Christ Jesus 
should be proclaimed to all nations 
in accordance with the Savior’s Great 
Commission to His church: ‘Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.: Mark 
16:15. ‘Ye shall be witnesses unto Me 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.’ Acts 1:8. 


“4, In the execution of Christ’s 
command, viz., ‘to preach the Gospel 
to every creature,’ no line of demar- 
cation should be drawn relative to 
nationality, race, or color, ‘for there 
is no respect of persons with God,’ 
Rom, 2:11; Eph.6:9; Col. 3:25; Acts 
10: 34. 

“5. The holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, is the recipient 
of Christ’s injunction to ‘teach the 
nations to observe all things what- 
soever He has commanded.’ Not only 
did Christ instruct His Church to 
‘teach all nations,’ but also to ‘bap- 
tize them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost.’ Matt. 28:19, 20. 

“6. The Church’s chief function 
and task is to spread the news of 
Christ and His salvation to men, 
women, and children, irrespective of 
any national or race make-up, so that 
souls may be won for, and retained 
with, Christ, in whom alone they 
‘have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of His grace.’ Eph. 1:7.” 
and be it further 

Resolved, b) That in all problems 
which arise in connection with the 
application and conduct of these 
above-mentioned principles of Scrip- 
tures, all members of our church un- 
reservedly obey the Savior’s command 
“that ye love one another,” and prac- 
tice Christian charity, forbearance, 
and understanding with each other, 
knowing that the same Lord is Head 
over all and that His Spirit dwells by 
Word and Sacrament in all the 
churches; and be it further 


Resolved, c) 1. That all congrega- 
tions of Synod regard all persons re- 
gardless of race or ethnic origin living 
within the limits of their respective 
parishes, and not associated with an- 
other Christian Church, as individuals 
whom God would reach with the 
Gospel of His saving grace through 
the ministry of the local congregation; 

2. That congregations operating in 
changing communities be encouraged 
to continue operations in those areas 
rather than relinquish their properties 


Delegates from the Southern Nebraska District 
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through sale to other denominations, 
and that the various District Mission 
Boards be encouraged to subsidize 
these congregations when this be- 
comes necessary, so that the souls in 
those communities, regardless of race 
or ethnic grouping, may be won and 
served; 

3. That synodical institutions, 
agencies, and offices continue to make 
no distinction, based upon race or 
color, in their entrance requirements 
or employment policies; and be it 
finally 

Resolved, d) That since Christians 
are constrained to do justice and love 
mercy, we acknowledge our respon- 
sibility as a church to provide guid- 
ance for our members to work in the 
capacity of Christian citizens for the 
elimination of discrimination where- 
ever it may exist, in community, city, 
state, nation, and world. 

Submitted by Floor Committee 3 
and adopted. 


“A Statement.’ — Since the matter 
of “A Statement” has been dealt with 
by the responsible officials and by 
three previous conventions of Synod, 
the St. Paul Convention declined to 
take further action on “A Statement.” 


Theological Faculties’ Studies. — 
The joint theological faculties of 
Synod are to publish appropriate 
studies in the Concordia Theological 
Monthly on “The Moment of the Real 
Presence in the Lord’s Supper” and 
“Intercessory Prayers for the Benefit 
of the Souls of the Dead.” 


Doctrinal Documents. — Synod 
resolved that there be rejected any 
and every interpretation of docu- 
ments previously approved by Synod 
if such interpretation would be in 
disagreement with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, the Lutheran Confessions, and 
the Brief Statement. 


Future Statements of Doctrine. — 
Committees preparing doctrinal state- 
ments are to take note of the need 
for fuller use of antithetic statements. 


Vote on District Essay Report. — 
The resolutions regarding the District 
essay delivered at the 1949 conven- 
tions of the Southern California and 
the California and Nevada Districts 
received long discussion. Synod 
adopted the resolutions presented by 
Committee No. 3, which approved the 
1956 revised report of the Advisory 
Committee on Doctrine and Practice, 
which was adopted and published by 
the Praesidium. 


Clarifying Our Position. — Synod 
requested the joint theological facul- 
ties to furnish comprehensive studies 
on fellowship, prayer fellowship, and 
unionism, and to make the studies 
available to the members of Synod 
at least one year prior to the 1959 
convention. 


14 


Representatives from the Southeastern District 


In Censure of Publications. — In- 
temperate and unbrotherly expres- 
sions have been employed in unoffi- 
cial publications within Synod. All 
members of Synod were cautioned to 
exercise brotherly love and restraint 
when expressing themselves on con- 
troversial issues in Synod. It was 
resolved “that we remind the proper 
synodical officials and one another to 
admonish the editors who transgress 
in this respect.” 


Liturgical Practices. — Pastors, 
teachers, and theological students 
interested in liturgics were warned 


against disturbing the consciences of | 


our people and clergy and were urged 
to guard against Romanizing ten- 
dencies. 

The College of Presidents is to 
examine the problem of liturgical 
practices to provide for the largest 
possible uniformity and to deal vig- 
orously with offenses arising in the 
area of liturgical practices. 


Finnish Church. — The Finnish 
National Evangelical Lutheran 
Church was commended for its firm 
Scriptural stand, and the blessings of 
God were invoked on this body. 


PUBLICATIONS 


‘The Convention voiced its appre- 
ciation for the work of those engaged 
in writing and editing materials for 
the church during the past triennium 
and expressed its gratitude to the 
management and employees of Con- 
cordia Publishing House, to the mem- 
bers of the Centennial Committee, 
and the General Literature Board. 


Literature Boards. — Because the 
amount of business transacted by the 
General Literature Board has in- 
creased 300% during the last 15 years, 
the personnel of the Board was in- 
creased from five to seven members. 

The program and work of the 
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Young People’s Literature Board wa 
endorsed with thanks. 


Book Dedication. — Dr. O. A. Dor: 
of Concordia Publishing House an 
nounced that Volume 1 of Sermoni 
Studies, The Standard Epistles, fror 
the First Sunday in Advent to Trin 
ity, would be dedicated to Dr. J. W 
Behnken in commemoration of his 5 
years in the ministry. The book wi 
be published this fall. 


Hymnology and Liturgics. — O: 
recommendation of Committee 
Synod referred the memorial peti 
tioning for training in Luthera 
Church Music to the Curriculur 
Commission of the Board for Highe 
Education. The Convention urge 
congregations, schools, Bible classe: 
and organizations to teach with dil 
igence the meaning of our worshi 
practices to our people and encour 
aged the Committee on Hymnolog 
and Liturgics and Concordia Publish 
ing House to prepare more material 
for this purpose. 


Hymnal. — The Praesidium wil 
appoint the proper personnel to stud: 
the problems connected with a revi 
sion of The Lutheran Hymnal, an 
the text-tune edition of the Hymnal 
authorized in 1953, is to be delaye: 
until this study has been completec 


FINANCES 


The Convention expressed appre 
ciation of the work of the Fiscal Offic 
staff and expressed gratitude to th 
directors and regional representative 
of the “Venture of Faith.” 

Delegates voted to appeal to al 
congregations to make regula 
monthly remittances during the yea 
Congregations which have not re 
mitted one half of their commitment 
by July 15 are to receive special at: 
tention from the pertinent offices 
District Stewardship Committees shal 
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report regularly on the progress made 

congregations which have not re- 
mitted their proportionate share of 
the 1956 budget to Synod’s Steward- 
ship Department, so that the proper 
budgetary adjustments can be made. 
Synod expressed its gratitude to 
all who worked to make the “Building 
for Christ” campaign a success. 


Long-Range Planning Program. — 
By unanimous adoption, Synod ap- 
proved the long-range financial 
program for the church’s capital-in- 
vestment needs in home, foreign, and 
miscellaneous missions; Church Ex- 
tension; Board for Higher Education; 
building and loan; reserve funds for 
a potential institution; and property- 
insurance fund, totalling $27,500,000 
for the next two triennia. The new 
policy eliminates special drives. In- 
cluded in the _ capital-investment 
bracket is $16,500,000 for additions 
and improvements at Synod’s 14 min- 
isterial- and teacher-training colleges, 
and $4,000,000 for a possible new col- 
lege. Church Extension is slated to 
receive $2,400,000. — 

Of the hoped-for $113,000,000 in 
the next six years, $85,530,700 will go 
for Synod’s current operations. 

The Convention approved the pro- 
jection of Synod’s expanding budget 
from $12,900,000 to $23,412,000 by 1962. 
This calls for a year-to-year increase 
of about 10%. 

The annual Fiscal Conferences 
were instructed to give due consid- 
eration to the consequences of any 
significant reduction in the short- 
range plans for capital investment 
approved by synodical conventions. 


Study of Fiscal Policies. — Synod 
authorized the Board of Directors to 
initiate fiscal policies for capital in- 
vestments governing the handling of 
unexpended capital funds, short-term 
loans, and their amortization in future 
budgets, to study these fiscal policies 
as to their desirability and practicality 
as they pertain to the Board for 
Higher Education and to all depart- 
ments of Synod, and to submit recom- 
mendations to the 1959 convention. 


Floor Committee on Finances. — 
At future triennial conventions, all 
resolutions dealing with money will 
be reviewed by the Floor Committee 
on Finances before presentation to 


_the convention. Any resolution con- 
cerning fiscal policies and financial 


appropriations must contain an ex- 
pression stating the concurrence or 
nonconcurrence of the Convention 
Floor Committee on Finances when 
the resolution is presented to the 
convention at large. 

The Board of Directors, the Con- 
troller, the Treasurer, and the Stew- 
ardship Department will advise the 
Floor Committee on Finances. 


Fund-Raising Service. — Synod 
encouraged the formation of a fund- 
raising service for our congregations. 
This service is to be organized and 
administered by a private group 
within our Lutheran constituency. 
The group will consult with the 
Stewardship Department. The cost 
of the fund-raising service will be 
met by the agency, charging the con- 


gregations using its service. Synod 
will not subsidize this agency. 
Support and Pensions. — The 


Board of Support and Pensions re- 
ceived commendation for giving sup- 
port to disabled children of Pension 
members in cases of urgent need. 

Because Pension payments to re- 
tired workers are made by Synod 
largely in the form of subsidy, it was 
resolved that both congregations or 
organizations and workers continue 
regular payments to the Fund until 
regular salary relations cease. 

Payments to widows of Pension 
members will be continued at $60 
a month as in the past. 

Synod authorized a deduction of 
$5 for each percentage of participa- 
tion lacking in an individual mem- 
ber’s Pension Fund account. 

Subsidies to the graduates of our 
terminal schools are to be discon- 
tinued after July 1956. ; 

An appeal was made for bequests 
to the Board of Support and Pensions. 


The Texas District Delegation 


mew 3 T 1956 
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Synod commended the Board for 
their “constant solicitude and gener- 
ous concern for the Veterans of the 
Cross” and for their “efficient man- 
agement and promotion of the funds 
for pensions and support.” 


Pensions to Workers in Argentina 
and Brazil. — The Board of Support 
and Pensions was empowered to ad- 
just the Pensions in the two South 
American Districts each year after 
the average salary of workers has 
been determined. The Board was au- 
thorized to adjust the ceiling on the 
wages of the retired workers in Ar- 
gentina or Brazil to be in line with 
the ceiling of wages obtaining in the 
U.S. The death benefit in behalf of 
South American pastors and teachers 
will remain at 75% of the death ben- 
efit obtaining in the States and will 
be paid in U.S. currency. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Public Relations. — The Conven- 
tion commended the Public Relations 
Departments of Synod and its Dis- 
tricts, encouraged congregations to 
use all possible means to identify 
themselves in the public mind with 
the Savior, and expressed apprecia- 
tion for the “Martin Luther” film. 


Mass Communications Council. — 
The Mass Communications Commis- 
sion was discontinued. Lutheran Tel- 
evision Productions, Inc., and the 
KFUO Board will continue as a board, 
appointed by, and directly responsible 
to, the Synodical Board of Directors. 
The Department of Visual Education 
will continue to operate according to 
Handbook regulations. 

The Convention established a Mass 
Communications Council, with mem- 
bership made up of representatives 
from the two boards mentioned and 
from the Department of Visual Ed- 
ucation, Concordia Publishing House, 
and the Department of Public Rela- 
tions. The LLL will be represented 
in an advisory capacity. The Board 
of Directors will appoint one of its 
members as chairman of the Mass 
Communications Council, which will 
study objectives with a view to co- 
ordination and integration, economy 
and efficiency in production of mate- 
rials and programs, new develop- 
ments, and any phase in the area 
of mass communications which the 
Board of Directors would ask the 
Council to discuss or which the Coun- 
cil itself would agree to discuss. 

Synod 1) commended the LLL for 
its work as well as its financial sup- 
port of the synodical television pro- 
gram, 2) KFUO for its radio ministry, 
and 3) urged the Visual Education 
Board to expand its work. Congre- 
gations were asked to make use of 
Visual Education material. 
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Representatives of the Western District 


Social Welfare. — The Board of 
Directors was empowered to establish 
a service to immigrants as a function 
of the Department of Social Welfare. 

The Department will foster the re- 
cruitment and training of young men 
and women for service in the church’s 
welfare agencies. 

Congregations and Districts of 
Synod were asked to establish wel- 
fare committees, for which the De- 
partment of Social Welfare will pub- 
lish and distribute manuals. 

Synod noted the existence of Good 
Shepherd Home, Terra Bella, Calif., 
and prayed God’s blessing upon this 
home for the mentally retarded. 

Synod recommended that its mem- 
bers support the charitable agencies 
within the church, that congregations 
permit these agencies to appeal to 
individual members; include these 
agencies in their regular budgets; and 
make systematic efforts to gather 
funds for charity. 

The Convention directed the De- 
partment of Social Welfare to eval- 
uate the work and needs of all char- 
itable agencies for the purpose of 
advising congregations as to an eq- 
uitable distribution of welfare funds. 

In the interest of serving the sick 
and the poor in public institutions, 
the delegates recommended that Dis- 


trict Mission Boards and welfare 
agencies support chaplaincies, help 
the present chaplains secure clinical 
training, and induce pastors to render 
part-time institutional service. The 
theological seminaries are to estab- 
lish accredited training centers for 
institutional chaplains, aided by the 
Department of Social Welfare. 
Compulsory Attendance of Mil- 
itary Personnel at Services. — Synod 
resolved to petition the executive and 


legislative branches of our Govern- 
ment to abolish the present compul- 
sory attendance of its military per- 
sonnel at religious services in military 
establishments, and to afford an op- 
portunity for each denomination, at 
its own expense, to provide spiritual 
care for its members. 
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Centennial of Teaching. — In 1857 
Synod took over the private normal 
school established in Milwaukee by 
Pastors Lochner, Fleischmann, Dulitz 
and Teacher Dietz, who trained men 
for the ministry of teaching. This 
private school, transferred to Fort 
Wayne, in the fall of that year was 
incorporated as a department of 
teacher training in the Fort Wayne 
practical seminary. This step, marking 
the beginning of formal synodical 
training for teachers, resulted in the 
establishment of our first teachers 
seminary at Addison, Ill., 1864, fol- 
lowed by the seminary at Seward, 
Nebr., 1894, and the transfer of the 
Addison school to River Forest, 1913. 
The St.Paul Convention recognized 
this blessing of God by proclaiming 
the next school year, 1956—1957, the 
centennial year of formal training for 
the ministry of teaching. The appoint- 
ment of a committee, representing the 
Praesidium, Board for Parish Educa- 
tion, Board for Higher Education, 
and the teachers colleges, was au- 
thorized to prepare appropriate plans 
for the observance of this centennial. 


Synodical Conference Schools. — 
Memorials dealing with the Synodical 
Conference schools at Greensboro, 
N.C., and Selma, Ala., were referred 
to the Synodical Conference for study 
and action. 


Armed Services. — Synod’s Armed 
Services Commission stressed the im- 
portance of spiritual services to the 
men and women in our armed forces 
during peacetime, when temptations 
become unusually severe, and re- 
ferred to the need of providing spir- 
itual service for dependents of service 
men and for civilian employees of 
our government who are stationed 
in foreign lands. Since most of our 
young men will be called into the 
Armed Services, what happens to 
them spiritually, during their period 


of service, is vital for the future of 


our church. Our ehaplaincies are the 
extended arm of the local parish. The 
Convention urged pastors to maintain 
contact with the members in the mil- 
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itary. The Commission was com- 
mended for its work, especially for 
maintaining service centers. The St. 
Louis seminary was encouraged to 
continue its chaplaincy course. 


LLL. — The Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, which will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary next year, has 90,000 
members. The LLL sponsors the Lu- 
theran Hour, which on July 1 be- 
gan broadcasting over NBC in addi- 
tion to the Mutual outlet. In Ja- 
pan, 14,000 listeners have completed 
the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Sixty per cent have requested Bap- 
tism. The Lutheran Hour is broad- 
cast over more than 1,200 stations in 
60 countries, and in 56 languages. 
During the 7-year Peron regime, the 
Lutheran Hour was off the air in 
Argentina, but broadcast into the 
country from stations in Uruguay and 
Paraguay. Today the program is back 
on seven stations in the Argentine. 

“This Is the Life,” Synod’s popular 
TV series, is shown over 291 stations 
to an estimated weekly audience of 
10,000,000. 

The Family Worship Hour is heard 
on 150 stations in 36 states, Canada, 
Alaska, and Hawaii, and is used in 
17 hospitals and sanatoria in 14 states. 

The LLL also works in Christian 
education through Valparaiso schol- 
arships and seminars, has promoted 
Bible Study Advance, Stewardship, 
Evangelism, Youth Leadership, and 
the Senior Citizens program. The 
League has produced four feature pic- 
tures and conducted church-related 
tours into various missionary areas. 


Walther League. — Financed 
chiefly through the Wheat Ridge 
Christmas Seals-campaign, the Wal- 
ther League Sanatorium for 50 years 
has offered free care to all Lutheran 
tuberculosis patients. The Wheat 
Ridge Foundation grants scholarships 
to prospective social workers in 
church-related agencies. Its Medical 
Missions Program assists our mission- 
aries in caring for thousands of TB 
victims in foreign mission fields. 


ALPB. — Since 1914 the American 
Lutheran Publicity Bureau has helped 
congregations publicize their church 
and its teachings by means of free 
Gospel tracts, Nat onal Sunday School 
Week, National Lutheran Publicity 
Week, Reformation Week, and the 
Easter to Pentecost church attendance 
emphasis. 


Valparaiso. — Valparaiso Univer- 
sity, whose assets have grown to more 
than $10,000,000 and student enroll- 
ment from 300 in 1925 to 2,200 in 1956, 
has admitted 950 students for next 
year. 

More than 500 women, including 
convention guests, attended a lunch- 
eon sponsored by the St. Paul Chapter 
of the Valparaiso University Guild, 
at which Mrs. Carl Deitemeyer of 


Lincoln, Nebr., “Mrs. America of 
1956,” spoke of her experiences. The 
highlight, she said, was the making 
of a TV program for “This Is the 
Life,” because “it gave us the oppor- 
tunity to witness for Christ.” Mr. and 
Mrs. Deitemeyer and their five chil- 
dren were introduced to the Con- 
vention. 


Deaconesses. — The Lutheran 
Deaconess Association enrolls young 
women at Valpo U. for their train- 
ing to serve in parishes, institutions 
of mercy, and mission fields. One 
graduate deaconess is going to New 
Guinea to teach, another will be a 
missionary nurse in our Mohammedan 
mission in India. Construction on the 
new deaconess hall will begin this 
summer. 


Handicapped Children’s Agen- 
cies. — Among the agencies for hand- 
icapped children is Mill Neck Manor 
School for the Deaf, which had an 
enrollment of 80 pupils and is ac- 
credited by the state of New York. 
The school receives some _ support 
from the state. Parents pay tuition 
according to their ability. 

At Bethesda, school work begins 
on a pre-school level and ends in 
Confirmation for those who are able 
to examine themselves to partake 
worthily of Communion. Through 
funds from “Building for Christ” and 
anticipated donations from other 
synods of the Synodical Conference, 
a manual arts building is being 
erected at Bethesda, Watertown, Wis. 

_ The 83-year-old Lutheran Insti- 
tute for the Deaf at Detroit is one of 
America’s best equipped schools for 
deaf children. Operating costs, aver- 
aging $2,000 per child per year, are 
met by tuition fees and by freewill 
offerings of about $160,000 annually. 


World Relief. — The Board of 
World Relief was commended for its 
program of translating love into ac- 
tion. Members of the church were 
alerted to the opportunity provided 
by Synod’s program for world relief. 
The Board has shipped about 11,000,- 
000 pounds of clothing valued in ex- 
cess of $3,000,000 during the past 
three years and given more than 
$84,000 in cash emergency grants. 
Large Government surpluses are 
available to our church for feeding 
the hungry of the world at about 100 
pounds of food for every dollar given. 


Historical Institute. — The work of 
Concordia Historical Institute was 
gratefully acknowledged, contributors 
to its collection were thanked, and 
individuals as well as groups were 
urged to entrust historical materials 
and museum pieces to the Institvte’s 
eare. Synod expressed gratitud: to 
the LLL for its support of Concordia 
Historical Institute, especially in 
micro-film records. 
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American Bible Society. — Rich- 
ard Ellington of New York, general 
secretary of the American Bible So- 
ciety, told the delegates that the So- 
ciety has made the Bible or parts of 


_ Scripture available in 1,092 languages 
and dialects, 


so that 90% of the 
world’s population can hear the Word 
of God in a language which they can 
understand. Fifteen million copies are 
distributed annually. About 150,000 
Bibles will be printed in Russia from 
mats furnished by the Society. In 
Japan the Japanese Bible translation 
was declared to be the “Book of the 
Year.” Mr. Ellington acknowledged 
the work of Prof. Paul W. Schelp and 
the late Prof. Alberto Lehenbauer on 
the Portuguese and Spanish Bible 
translations, respectively. 


Scholarly Research. — Research 
projects completed under the direc- 
tion of the Committee for Scholarly 
Research have filled real needs of 
pastor and parishioner. Synod re- 
solved to have the work of the Com- 
mittee continued, encouraged its 
members to call attention to promis- 
ing research projects, and urged pas- 
tors, teachers, and members to make 
use of the specialized materials thus 
provided. 


Installation of Officers.—In the 
last evening session, June 28, Dr. F. A. 
Hertwig formally installed the Presi- 
dent and the four newly elected Vice- 
Presidents. 


Trip to Australia. — At the clos- 
ing session of the Convention, Presi- 
dent Behnken announced that in Au- 
gust he will embark to visit our 
affiliated churches in Australia. By 
a rising vote the delegates wished 
him Godspeed. 


Next Conventions. — The invita- 
tions for the 1959 convention at San 
Francisco and the 1962 convention at 
Cleveland were accepted. Synod 
adopted the resolution to select the 
convention site six years in advance. 


ATTENDANCE 


Attendance. — The total of 1,277 
attending the Convention included 345 
registered lay delegates (with alter- 
nates), 352 pastoral delegates, 329 ad- 
visory (including 88 teachers), and 
251 guests. The total number of vot- 
ing delegates was 678, Rev. Paul 
Brauer, acting chairman of registra- 
tions, reported. 


GREETINGS 


Rev. Hugo A. Gamber, Presider t 
of the Minnesota District; the Hon. 
Orville Freeman, Governor of Minne- 
sota; the Hon. Joseph Dillon, Mayor 
of St. Paul; and the Hon. Eric Hoyer, 
Mayor of Minneapolis, personally 
welcomed the Convention. | 

After the greetings of President 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower were read, 
President J. W. Behnken led the del- 
egates in a prayer for President 
EKisenhower’s restoration to health. 

In addition to the messages printed 
in the July 17 issue of the Wrrnsss, 
pp. 6 and 10, the Convention received 
greetings from the following: Con- 
ference of Missionaries in India; the 
Japan Missionary Conference; the 
Argentine District; Rev. Fred C. 
Kreiss for the Evangelical Lutheran 
Free Church in France and Belgium; 
the German Free Church bodies in 
fellowship with Synod; the American 
Lutheran Church; Synod’s mission- 
aries in New Guinea; the Executive 
Board of the Rochester Zone of the 
Walther League; Missionary William 
H. Schweppe, the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church of Nigeria; the con- 
gregation in London, which thanked 
Synod for the financial support re- 
ceived for 60 years; the Diaspora in 
England, by Dr. William F. Arndt; 
and the Montana Walther League. 


THANKS 


Prayers of thanks were offered for 
the faithful services of the departed 
workers of the last triennium. 

Synod expressed its gratitude to 
the Minnesota District, which served 
as an able and gracious host to the 
Convention; to the congregations of 
the Twin Cities, which contributed of 
their time, talents, and treasure to 
make this a successful meeting; to 
synodical groups and individuals, es- 
pecially President Behnken, the Vice- 
Presidents, and other officers, with 
grateful acknowledgment of the will- 
ing and faithful service rendered by 
the various members of Synod’s 
boards who terminated their time of 
service at the close of the convention; 
and to the radio and television sta- 
tions’ personnel for their co-operation 
in publicizing and interpreting the 
proceedings; the press for wide and 
accurate news covering of the Con- 
vention; the Governor of Minnesota, 
the mayors of the Twin Cities for 
their well-wishes and hospitality, and 
the civic and governmental individ- 
uals, societies, and groups of the city 
of St. Paul for their contributions to 
the needs and accommodations of the 
Convention. 


NOTE 


In the July 3 and 17 issues of the 
WITNESS appeared other Convention 
material and election results. In fu- 
ture issues the Witness hopes to 
bring excerpts from essays read by 
Dr. Paul M. Bretscher on “Christian 
Education”; Dr. Lewis W. Spitz, 
“Youth for the Kingdom”; Prof. Mar- 
tin J. Naumann, “Endeavoring to 
Keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace”; and Rev. J. E. Herr- 
mann, “A Trust, O Lord, from Thee.” 
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Amouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 
CANDIDATES 


Ordained: 


Biggs, Donald L., Grace, Mobile, Ala., by W. 
H. Hafner, June 24. 

Reuning, Walter H., Redeemer, Westfield, 
N. J., by Walter A. Reuning, June 24. 
Scholz, Harry, Our Savior, Winnebago, Minn., 

by W. A. Lorenz, June 17. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Beyer, Donald, Trinity, Woodward, Okla., by 
Robert Wilson, Jr., June 17. 

Gehlhar, Philip C., St. John, McCook, Nebr., 
by C. F. Schrein, July 1. " 

Geimer, Earl K., Redeemer, Aurora, Minn., by 
E. H. Schmiege, July 1. 

Hilgendorf, Hilbert, Trinity, Hill City; Grace, 
Remer, Minn., by T. H. Hilgendorf, June 24. 

Johnson, William A., Christ, Amarillo, Tex., 
by Albert G. Johnson, June 24. 

Neeb, Roger, St. John, San Benito, Tex., by 
Albert F. Jesse, June 17. 

Reinhardt, William, Martin Luther, Savannah, 
Ga., by Erdmann A. Frenk, July 1. 

Royer, William, St. John, Melcher, Iowa, by 
Walter M. Pinnt, July 1. 

Scharlemann, Herbert K., Grace, Dodge Cen- 
ter, Minn., by W. W. Eifert; Zion, West 
Concord, Minn., by A. H. Malotky, June 17. 

Symmank, Charles. St. Paul, Rockford, IIll., by 
M. R. Fritz, June 24. 

Wesener, Donald, St. Paul, Holstein, Nebr., by 
W. G. Ditzen, July 1. 

Wind, Charles, Redeemer, Bagley; Zion, nea 
Bagley, Minn., by G. L. Kath, July 1. - 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Busch, Edward E., as missionary at large for 
Central District, serving mission stations at 
Crawfordsville and Greencastle, Ind., by E. 
G. Dobelstein, July 1. 

Froehlich, Ronaid, Sherman Park, Milwaukee, 
Wis., as missionary at large for Atlantic 
District at Trumbull, Conn., by V. C. Frank, 
June 17. 

Voelzke, Paulus, Christ, Minneapolis, Minn., as 
missionary at large for Southern California 
District at Tustin, Calif., by Pres. Victor L. 
Behnken, June 17. 


PASTORS 
Commissioned: 


Marty, Martin E., Faith, Arlington Heights, 
Ill., as missionary at large in Chicago, IIL, 
by Edgar H. Behrens, June 17. 


Installed: 


Galambos, Joseph, Faith, Brookings, Oreg., by 
Donald Claasen, June 17. 

Klinkermann, O. J., Immanuel, Englewood, 
Colo., by N. W. Heimsoth, June 17. 

Krupski, Otto F., Immanuel, East Ida (Mon- 
roe), Mich., by P. F. Wieneke, July 1. 

Lehenbauer, Victor, Zion, Wenona, Ill., by 
Ernest Glock, July 1. 

-Mueller, Ernst G., Trinity, Sawyer, Mich., by 
Theodore Laesch, July 1. 

Pankratz, Adolph W., St. Mark’s of the Irish 
Hills, Cambridge Junction, Mich., by F. L. 
Miller, June 24. 

Schmidt, Ronald, St. Matthew, Bel Air, Md., 
by C. J. Seevers, June 24. 

Schroeder, Albert C., Faith, Derby, Kans., by 
S. G. Widiger, June 24. 

Tews, John M., Trinity, Knierim, Iowa, by 
Paul A. Weber, July 1. 


TEACHERS 
Installed: 


Atsinger, Cand. Victor, Si. Matthew, Westfield, 
Tex., by E. H. Sanders, June 24. 


Bahr, Cand. Don G., St. John, Waco, Nebr., by, 


G. A. Weinrich, June 17. 

Meyer, Elmer G., St. John, Peru, Ind., by A. 
H. Gallmeier, July 8. 

Popp, Richard, Immanuel, Altamont, Ill., by 
Hans Bruss, June 24. 

Seboldt, Everett G., First Lutheran, Manhattan 
Beach, Calif., by John C. Jacobsen, July 1. 

Stephan, Robert J., St. Peter, Monte Vista, 
Colo., by A. H. Schmid, June 24. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Albert H. Miller, Brookfield, Wis., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit 3 of the 
South Wisconsin District, to replace ev. 
Victor Hafner, who accepted a call to ore 
mosa.—H. W. Baxmann, President, South 
Wisconsin District. 
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Rev. Marvin F. Nicolaus, Markham, II1., 
has been appointed Visitor of the South Side 
Chicago Circuit of the English District, to 
replace Rev. William T. Wittrock, Jr., who 
accepted a call to Sherman Oaks, Calif. — 
H. G. Kuerner, President, English District. 


Rev. Willard H. Merce, White Cloud, 
Mich., has been appointed Visitor of the Reed 
City Circuit of the Michigan District, to re- 
place Rev. Adolf M. Bickel, who has accepted 
a call into another circuit of the District. — 
A. ZEILE, President, Michigan District. 


Call Declined 


Dr. John F. Stach has declined the call 
to be Professor of Religion at Immanuel 
Lutheran College, Greensboro, N. C. — Pau 
Borcter, Secretary, The Missionary Board of 
the Lutheran Synodical Conference. 


Call for Nominations 
Seminario Concordia 
Villa Ballester, Argentina 


The Board of Control of Seminario Con- 
cordia, Villa Ballester, Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tina, with the approval of Synod’s Board for 
Missions in North and South America, here- 
with issues a call to the congregations of 
Synod to nominate candidates for the chair of 
Systematic Theology (Symbolics, Dogmatics, 
Pastoral Theology) at Seminario Concordia, 
Villa Ballester. 

The candidates must have a teaching com- 
mand of Spanish and German. In selecting 
the candidates the nominating congregations 
are urged to choose men of high Christian 
ideals who possess the specific aptitude to 


teach the courses in Systematic Theology pre-. 


scribed for Synod’s schools. 

Send all nominations and pertinent infor- 
mation regarding candidates by September 1, 
1956, to: Rev. J. P. Horn, Medrano 253, Ban- 
field, F.C. N. Roca, Republica Argentina. 


Call for Nominations 
Immanuel Lutheran College, 
7 Greensboro, N. C. 


The Missionary Board of the Synodical 
Conference in its meeting on June 12, 1956, 
“resolved to issue a call for candidates for a 
professorship at Immanuel Lutheran College, 
Greensboro, N.C., and to publish notice to 
this effect in the official church papers of the 
constituent synods-of the Synodical Confer- 
ence and the Missionary Lutheran.” 

Congregations are now kindly requested to 
place names of candidates in nomination for 
this professorship. The professor-elect is to 
teach Religion and such subjects as agreed 
upon by the members of the faculty and the 
Board of Control of Immanuel Lutheran 
College. 

Names of candidates should be forwarded 
during the next six weeks to: THe Misstonary 
Board oF THE LUTHERAN SYNODICAL, CONFERENCE, 
210 North Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. — Pau. 
Boecter, Secretary. 


Educational Institutions 


Concordia Seminary, 801 De Mun Avenue, 
St. Louis 5, Mo., herewith announces the 
opening of its 119th academic year. All new 
applicants for the regular seminary program 
who have been notified that their application 
for admission has been accepted are to report 
on September 13. The orientation program 
and the registration begin at 8:30 A. M. 
Registration for returning undergraduates will 
be held on September 14 and 15. For any in- 
formation they need in the meantime, new as 
well as returning students should address 
themselves to Prof. L. C. Wuerffel, Dean of 
Students. 

All students who wish to enroll for Grad- 
uate work should write to Prof. Martin H. 
Scharlemann, Director of the School for 
Graduate Studies. He will supply them with 
the bulletin and all necessary information 
about courses and registration. 

All special students, that is, all such as do 
not fall into any of the classifications men- 
tioned, are asked to address themselves to 
Dean Wuerffel. 

The opening service of the academic year 
will be held, God willing, on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 16, at 3:30 P.M., in the Seminary 
geld House. — ALFrep, O. FUERBRINGER, Presi- 

ent. va 


Concordia College, Austin, Tex., will open 
“bi ae Fs Ncleny year on Sunday, September 2, 
a .M. 

Enrollment is restricted to young men and 
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BUDGET RECEIPTS 


July 9, 1956 


The Budget Receipts Sched- 
ule for the first five months of 
Synod’s year shows an increase 
for the month of June, 1956, of 
63.2% over June, 1955. The 
cumulative increase for the five 
months amounts to 54.9%. 


However, Synod’s monthly 
Budget requirements are 
$1,075,000; for five months, 
$5,375,000. Since our cash re- 


ceipts were $3,800,000, in round 
figures, our Budget deficit is 
$1,580,000. Last year after five 
months, the Budget deficit was 


only $1,342,000; so we added 
$238,000 to our deficit compared 
to last year. 


Through June of last year 
we received 29.79% of our 
Budget income, and this year 
only 29.41%. And we have a 
greater Budget this year, namely 
$12,900,000. 


W. H. Scuivueter, Treasurer 


women preparing for the preaching and the 
teaching ministry. Male students are enrolled 
on the high school and college level; young 
women, on the college level. 

Eighth-grade graduates are required to in- 
clude their last report card with their applica- 
tions. Students entering an advanced high 
school class or the college department must 
furnish a transcript of credits. 

For a catalog and application blanks, write 
GeorceE J. Beto, President, Concordia College, 
Austin 5, Tex. . 


Notice 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living in, 
or moving into, the vicinity of Auburn, Wash. 
(Kent, Algona, Pacific, and Enumclaw), please 
inform Rev. JouHn H. WertH, 101 G St., S.E., 
Auburn, Wash. 

Wanted 


The Philippine Mission desires outdated © 
Primary and Beginners Sunday School Leaf- 
lets (no others). They should be clean and 
not torn. Mail to THe Boarp or ForEIGN Mis- 
sions, 210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo., so 
they will be in St. Louis by September 1 and 
can be shipped with missionaries’ goods. — 
Herman H. Kopretmann, Assistant Executive 
Secretary. 

Lutheran qualified to teach industrial arts. 
Write Rev. E. F. Eacoup, Principal, Milwaukee 
Lutheran High School, 9700 W. Grantosa 
Drive, Milwaukee 16, Wis. 

20 pews, straight, 9 feet long. — Rev. A. 
RopewaLp, Lamar, Mo. 


Available 


Used church bell in good condition. $65. 
Write Lester Huserr, Upland, Nebr. 


Changes of Address 
Pastors: 


Baldes, Richard W., Box 28, Lily, Wis. 

Barth, G. Christian, D. D., em., 1468 S. 74th, 
West Allis 14, Wis. 

Becker, J. W. Alfred, 1107 Court, 
Scott City, Kans. 

Bickel, Adolf M., R. 1, Sebewaing, Mich. 

Bomba, James M., 16 E. Chalmette Circle, 
Chalmette, La. 

Bramscher, William, em., 561 Hoyles Ave., 
Aurora, Ill. 

Drachenberg, Herbert, 153 E. Lane, 
Columbus, io 

Egolf, Ralph C., 19 Covert St., 
Brooklyn 7, N. Y. 


LUTHERAN WITNESS 


* 


+ 


Fiess, Philip L., 101 Nelson St., 
Stratford, Ont., Can. 

Gehrs, Walter E., 205 W. Maple, 
Lombard, Ill. : 

Gerdes, William A., 846 Wakefield, 
Houston 18, Tex. 

Gockel, Herman W., D. D., 5420 Jamieson, 
St. Louis 9, Mo. 

Gremmels, Delbert, Lane 107, No. iP. 


Ho Ping Tung Rad., Sect. No. 2, 
Taipei, Taiwan (Formosa) 


Pralle, Fred H., 7400 Augusta St., 
River Forest, Il. 

Preuss, Walter F., Rapidan, Minn. 

Reinking, William F., 6301 Alamo, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Roschke, Ed 


‘ gar M., 7605 View Place Dr., 
Cincinnati 37, Ohio 

Schliesser, Chaplain Luther G. 13 ey 
727 Monroe St., Clarksville, Tenn. 


Heldt, Harold A., 546 Delaware St., S. E. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Kittel, Walter J., 74 Sterling Ave., 
Buffalo 16, N. Y. 


Kleinschmidt, Wilbur, 151914 Hayes Ave., 
Racine, Wis. 


Lillich, Melvin G., Fairmont, Okla. 


’ 


Schmalz, Alfred C., 113 E. Adams Ave., 
Luverne, Minn. 


Schrein, Carl F., em., 1101 S. Woodlawn, 
Wichita 18, Kans. 
Schroeder, Conrad E., em., 
c/o Conrad T. H. Schroeder, M. Di, 
26 Hardin Ave., Staten Island, N. Y. 
Seboldt, Roland H. A., 4654 W. 94th, 
Box 685, Oak Lawn, Ill. 
Simcak, Andrew, Jr., 607 N. Olive, 
Seguin, Tex. : 
Thiem, Alfred E., Anamoose, N. Dak. 
Trinklein, Michael, Box 120, 
Chia Yi, Taiwan (Formosa) 
Wachholz, Laurence E., R. 2, Hebron, Nebr. 
Warneke, Lloyd C., 3834 W. 176th St., 
Torrance, Calif. 


Wetzstein, Christian T., em., 4 Lincoln Ave., 
Calumet City, Ill. 


Wilenius, John L., 195-3 Ho Ping Tung Rd., 
Taipei, Taiwan 


Wilkens, Walter, 1942 W. Eighth St., 
Hastings, Nebr. 


Teachers: 


Maag, Raymond E., 546 Lexington, N., 
St. Paul 4, Minn. 


Meinzen, Lawrence, c/o T. J. Koch, R. 8; 
Columbus, Ind. 


Meyer, Albert H., 2503 Capitol, 
Fort Wayne 5, Ind. 


Meyer, Gerhardt, 5640 Leavenworth, 
Omaha 6, Nebr. 


Petrowsky, Arthur R., 301 W. Chicago Ave., 


Groth, Otto A., 121 W. Maple, Lombard, Ill 

Grotrian, Walter, 7830 Blandford Dr., 
Normandy 21, Mo. 

Hansen, Prof. Walter, 7022 Jamieson, 
Apt. A, St. Louis 9, Mo. 

Heidinger, John R., 210 Eighth Ave., N. W., 
Mandan, N. Dak. 

Heinlein, Harold, Lutheran Mission, 
Alleppey, S. India 

Hilgendorf, Hilbert P., Box 83, 
Hill City, Minn. 

Hyatt, Chaplain Gerhard W., 
Staff and Faculty Chaplain School, 
Fort Slocum, N. Y. 

Jacob, Roy A., 2415 E. Alexander, 
Greenville, Miss. 

Kempfert, Frederick, Box 122, R. 1, 
Edgar, Wis. 

Kruse, Prof. Wilfred F., 1107 Monroe, 
River Forest, III. 


Leverenz, Chaplain Edwin W., 
102 Concordia College Place, 
Fort Wayne 4, Ind. 
Mann, H. Albert, 605 N. Mirage, 
Lindsay, Calif. 
Mayer, Robert F., 3709 Tacon, Tampa 9, Fla. 
McMillan, Chaplain Whitfield M., 
130 Dillon St., Houston 17, Tex. 


Palatine, Ill. 


Pingel, Gilbert W., Conover, N. C. 


Wunderlich, Eugene E., 1231 Elm St., 
Glendale 1, Calif. 


Notice 
Articles, church news, 


announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 


tion in the LurHeran Witness, books 

for review, and general correspondence 

should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 

fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Ahlschwede, Arthur M., 7575 Lindbergh Dr., 
Richmond Heights, Mo. 

Dietrich, Clifford, 940 Coffey Dr., 
Crestwood, Mo. 


Gabriel, Louis, 5215 S. Marshfield Ave., 
Chicago 9, Ill. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 


Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Chas roerich, Assistan! Treasurer 


Witness for Christ through regular offerings for the 


Me 
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In the August issue of This Day — youll want to read “Strawberries and Stewardship,” the remark- 


able success story of the Manthei brothers, who believe in giving a tenth and more for the Lord’s work. 


Result? They've prospered in all they have undertaken. They now operate a strawberry farm, a plywood 


factory, a concrete mixer, oil wells, ete. 


ALSO IN AUGUST “THIS DAY” 


Land of Biblical Sites 
A picture story of Turkey, a land rich in Biblical his- 
tory. Traces paths of Apostles Peter and Paul. 


Two Keys to the Past 

An archeological account of ancient Egypt, the Near 
and the Middle East as opened up by two monuments 
—the Rosetta Stone and the Behistun Inscription. 


The Real Cowboy of the Old West 
Gives a real picture of the hero of the West, who is often 
villainized in Hollywood versions. 


Dakota Boys Ranch 
A successful experiment in the Christian rehabilitation 
of boys from broken homes. 


Formosa 


A first-hand description of this strategic island center 
in the troubled Orient. 


LOOK AT THESE SEPTEMBER FEATURES 


Schoolrooms Around the World 

Photographer Evans goes around the world to illustrate 
how different in environment and yet how funda- 
mentally the same the schooling of the young is in 
many countries. 


“The Finder’ 
A successful television program which has thousands 
of youthful fans. 


Sports for All 
“Are sports in schools just for star athletes?” brings an 
example of a school which. gives every students a 
chance to play. 


Eyes That See 


Beauty in the commonplace things of our every-day 
experience. 


My Boy Bill 
A picture story by Lucille Koppelmann of her experi- 
ences in mothering an adopted blind child. 


Contribute to the stability and happiness of your daily family living —subscribe to THIS DAY and 


let it begin to exert its powerful 


Place your subscription ( 


handy Order Form below to « ‘lirectly. 

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING Hovse 

Saint Louis 18, Missouri 

INR pie 26 Lg Se ee: 
ee SS VS Le ec eS aS 


influence for good in your family circle. 


or renewal) through your pastor or appointed church agent, or use the 


check check 
I hereby [] subscribe, [] renew my subseription, to 


THIS DAY, the family magazine. 


Circle amount 

$3.00 for a one-year subscription 
$5.50 for a two-year subscription 
$8.00 for a three-vear subscription 


